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Civic Trust Auckland (CTA) is a non-profit public interest group formed in 1968 with activities 
and interests throughout the greater Auckland region. The aims of the Trust include:   

• Protection of natural landforms   
• Preservation of heritage, in all its aspects   
• Encouragement of good planning for the city and region.  

 
 

 

Submission on the Government Policy Statement on Housing and Urban Development 

 
The purpose of the Government Policy Statement of Housing and Urban 
Development (GPS-HUD) was stated to be to “communicate the Government’s long-
term vision for the housing and urban development system, building consensus on 
what New Zealand wants for the future and aligning the different players to ensure 
we get there.” 
 
The reason for having a GPS-HUD is to improve outcomes for New Zealand and the 
Government recognises the need (for) the different players to pull in the same 
direction, and that means spelling out where we are headed. 
 
We have read Government’s articulation of the long-term (well-being) outcomes, 
about its priorities and the expectations of its agencies, and about the support for the 
decisions and investments of other actors in the system including local government 
and the development sector. While we broadly support the ‘direction’, we think that 
‘where we are headed’ needs some reconsideration and amendment. 
 
CTA expects the ‘well-being’ to which the Government referred encompasses the 
widely understood well-beings referred to in the Resource Management Act (1991), 
namely ‘social’, ‘cultural’ and ‘economic’, and notwithstanding the imminent repeal 
and replacement of the RMA, those well-beings are widely understood and provide 
for a full spectrum of consideration.  
 
 



 
The messages and approach adopted in the draft GPS-HUD released for 
consultation has benefited from consultation with key stakeholders. Given that the 
built environment is part of the urban realm, under the umbrella of the Ministry of 
Culture and Heritage, Heritage New Zealand as an autonomous crown entity is the 
government agency with the most direct role in matters of ‘heritage and character’. It 
has the responsibility to promote the protection of the historical and cultural heritage 
of New Zealand. Despite its advocacy role, a search of Heritage New Zealand’s 
website yields no mention of the GPS-HUD. This appears to be an oversight given 
the probable widespread loss of character homes within currently recognised ‘special 
character’ areas. 
 
CTA is part of Character Coalition Inc, an umbrella group representing the views of 
over 60 community groups in the Auckland region, most of which have a particular 
interest in matters involving heritage and character. Character Coalition has made a 
separate submission on the GPS-HUD and CTA concurs with the points it raises. 
 
A year before the formation of Civic Trust Auckland, at the Annual Conference of the 
NZ Institute of Architects in 1967, the guest speaker was the head of the Royal 
Institute of British architects. His words reproduced below are pertinent to the matter 
of providing for heritage and character within the GPS-HUD. 
 
 

 
 



 
CTA encourages the Government to take heed of the wise man from half a century 
ago and also to the sentiment expressed (below) by the current Associate Minister of 
Arts Culture and Heritage. 
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